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If you or someone you know is a shut-in, has 

an illness or is unable to worship with us due 

to other circumstances, please call the church 

office. 

 

The church phone number is:  717-843-8597 

OR 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to receive the monthly 

newsletter by email please contact the 

church office at (717) 843-8597 or send an 

email to 

firststjohns@verizon.net. 

REGULAR CHURCH EVENTS AND WORSHIP 

Sunday -              9:00 AM Bible Study 

                            11:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 

Monday- 

Panera bread distribution 9:00-11:00 AM 

Wednesday 

6:30 PM - Adult Choir  (September through May/June) 

Thursday 

6:30 PM-Narcotics Anonymous Meeting (Suspended) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

OUR WEBSITE ADDRESS: 

 

www.firststjohns.org 

 

WELCOME 

Our calling is for all to know Jesus as Lord and be 
an effective magnet involving lives for Jesus Christ. 
Worship should always be focused on God, the 
time honored traditions of worship are observed 
here, we want worship to be glorifying to God, hon-
oring to God and reminding us of the greatness and 
glory of God. People say that they have truly wor-
shipped after our Sunday morning service. 

We are a very welcoming church and we want to 
help you to know Jesus.  

Contact Us 

Phone 717.843.8597 

E-Mail:  firststjohns@verizon.net  

 
First St. Johns Lutheran Church 
140 W. King St., York PA 17401 
 
Copyright © 2016 / All rights reserved. 

SUNDAY SERVICES  

Communion and Non-Communion, Services are 
held during the month, Non-Communion ser-
vices are held on the 5th Sunday of months with 
5 Sundays. 

We print bulletins in English (small and large 
print), and Chinese for morning worship. Please 
contact us in advance if you need a Spanish 
bulletin. 

PHONE: (717) 843-8597 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY    9:00 AM 

SERVICE           11:00 AM  
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What is Advent? 

 

Baptist (John 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana (John 2:1). During this season 
of preparation, 

 

s 

 

 

kingdom. The church is in a similar situation to Israel at the end of the Old Testament: in exile, 

 

O come, O Come

And ransom captive Israel, 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firststjohns.com
http://www.firststjohns.com/bm2driskell@aol.com
http://www.firststjohns.com/
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STEWARDSHIP-DECEMBER 2021 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great physician of both body and soul, healed a man with dropsy by His Word on the Sabbath (Luke 14:1–6). Dropsy is 

a paradoxical ailment, with an unquenchable craving for drink even though the body is over inflated with fluid, a craving that, when indulged, 

served not to ease but to feed the disease.  

And so, if a man drinks a great deal but is never filled, he sees a doctor to inquire about what ails him, what is wrong with his body, and how to 

remedy it. For that is not thirst but a disease (Seneca, Consolation to His Mother Helvia, 11.3).  

But if the owner of five couches goes looking for 10, or the owner of 10 tables buys up as many again, and even though he has plenty of land and 

money, he remains unsatisfied and desires yet more, losing sleep and always in discontent, does he not also require a physician to diagnose the 

cause of this distress?  

For this is not want or lack, it’s a disease (Aristippus, quoted in Plutarch, Love of Wealth, 524b). As St. Augustine of Hippo wrote, “we may rightly 

compare the dropsical man to a covetous rich man: For the more the one is swollen with excess of water, the more he thirsts; so also the other: 

The more he abounds in riches … the more eagerly he desires them” (The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, 4:135). Both require physicians. 

Both require diagnosis and medicine applied from the outside to the inward being. For these are not desires to be fulfilled but diseases to be 

cured.  

This is why our Lord instructs us to not to be consumed by money. “No one can serve two masters … You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 

6:24; Luke 16:13). Our desire for money, like the disease dropsy, is never satisfied. We always desire more. We think, “If I just had this much then 

I would be happy.”  

But even when that much comes, which God gladly gives, happiness evades us. The desire for more is never satisfied. It demands our constant 

energy, either in procuring more or protecting what we already have. When this happens, God, in His mercy, shows us that the money that He has 

given is no longer serving us, but we it. We have another master.  

To overcome this, we need a physician’s diagnosis and a physician’s remedy. And our Lord  Jesus Christ, our great physician of both body and 

soul, applies His Word to us as He did to the man healed of dropsy. He shows us how we have put our fear, love, and trust in our money and not 

feared, loved, and trusted in Him above all things.  

In essence, He says, “Stop chasing after these fleeting things. They are vanity. They are the things that moth and rust destroy. You cannot have 

two masters. Repent!” And in seeing our great error, we are sorry that we have not fully feared, loved, and trusted in God above all things. And, in 

the mercy and grace that He earned for us on the cross, He takes away this sin, restores us to health, and bids us to live. 

But then what? What do we do with this healing balm and care that our great physician has given? Do we simply go back to our old ways? “By no 

means!” St. Paul says (Rom. 3:31; 6:2). We do not just go back to the old ways, the ways that lead us to death. No, we live a new life, a life filled 

with the grace, mercy and love of God toward us. And God’s great mercy, grace, and love toward is so abundant that it overflows and pours out 

onto those around us.  

So we no longer hoard money and possessions. We no longer scrape and crawl our way to amass more. We give to those around us, as God in 

Christ has given to us. We press our money and possessions into service for those who need it: our family, our society and our church. For money 

is God’s gift to us to serve us and others. Not the other way around. It serves us because it is a gift from our Father in heaven. 

VOTER’S MEETING 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5TH AFTER THE CHURCH SERVICE. 

VOTING ON CHURCH BUDGET FOR 2O22. 
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DECEMBER 2021 

PARISH VISITOR 
 

JANUARY 2022 DEADLINE 
 

Articles Due         Friday, December 23rd 

Send Date            Thursday, December 30th 

 

 

MEETINGS IN DECEMBER 
 

Worship Committee                Meetings will be announced 

Church Council                       No meeting in December. 

 

 

UPCOMING DECEMBER 2021 SERVICES 

December 5th, Communion (2nd Sunday in Advent) 

December 12th, Non-Communion (3rd Sunday in Advent) 

December 19th, Communion (4th Sunday in Advent) 

December 26th, Non-Communion (1st Sunday after Christmas) 

9:00 AM 
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Bonnie Abendschoen  Kim Thompson 

138 Crown Pointe Drive  30 South Beaver Street 

York, PA 17402   York, PA 17401 

Dawn Frey 

382 West North Street 

 York, PA 17401 

Joyce Devan 

2408 Lovegren Court 

York, PA 17404 

If you are aware of any changes with those on the list please contact 
the church office. 

We encourage you to drop a card or letter to our shut-ins to let them 

know that they are missed and a valued member of the congregation. 

ADVENT WORSHIP 

Sunday Mornings 

Come and worship with us and hear about the coming of the promised Messiah on Sunday 

mornings at 11:00 A.M. 

December 5th 

December 12th 

December 19th (Lessons and Carols). 

ADVENT WORSHIP 

Wednesday Evenings 

Begin by having a light supper at 6:00 P.M. in the upstairs fellowship room.  

Then join in a special series of sermons for Advent at 7:00 P.M. 

December 8th 

December 15th 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

  There will be an opportunity to worship the "New Born Baby" on Christmas Eve.  

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Friday, December 24th, 7:00 P.M. 

 

German Christmas Worship 

Sunday, December 19th, 4:00 P.M. 

 Light refreshments with a German theme will follow the service. 
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The York Twinning Association’s 12th Night Annual Holiday Tour will be featuring The Historic Churches of Downtown 

York on Sunday January 9, 2022   2—6pm     

Tickets are $20.00 pp and are available the day of the tour at Traditions Bank, corner of N. George and W Phila. Sts, 

on Small Biz Saturday, Nov. 27th  & First Friday, Dec. 3 @ “Pardon My French” 33 N. Beaver St 

and in Central Market first three Saturdays in December 

 

The following churches will be participating : 

First Moravian Church of York 

First Presbyterian Church of York 

Trinity United Church of Christ 

Christ Lutheran Church 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

First St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 

St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church 

Heidelberg United Church of Christ. 

 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE YORK TWINNING ASSOCIATION’S STUDENT FOREIGN EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

WITH ARLES, FRANCE AND LEINFELDEN-ECHTERDIGEN, GERMANY. THE EXCHANGE IS OPEN TO ALL 

YORK COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. 
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Title The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
 

The Massacre of the Innocents is the incident in the nativity narrative of the Gospel of 

first 
Christian martyrs, and their feast - Holy Innocents' Day (or the Feast of the Holy Innocents) - is cel-
ebrated on 28 December. A majority of Herod biographers, and "probably a majority of biblical 

 

 

Herod directs them to Bethlehem and asks them to return to him and report, but they are warned in a 

 

 

through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourn-

ing, 

 

 

A majority of Herod biographers, and "probably a majority of biblical scholars," hold the event to be 

myth, legend or folklore inspired by Herod's reputation. It is found in no other gospel, nor in the sur-

viving works of Nicolaus of Damascus (who was a personal friend of Herod the Great) and Jose-

phus makes no mention of it in the Antiquities of the Jews, despite recording many of 

the Pharaoh's 

attempt to kill the Israelite children in the Book of Exodus (Exodus 1:22), and more 

only returns when those who sought his death are themselves dead. The story of the massacre 

of the innocents thus plays a part in Matthew's wider nativity story, in which the proclamation of 

the coming 

31:15 to the massacre in Bethlehem is not immediately apparent, as Jeremi-

ah's next verses go on to  
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THE ADULT CHOIR: 

Karen Hildebrand,  

Lois Hollinger,  

Lois Stambaugh,  

Dave Stambaugh,  

Ding Wang. 

Ken Sanders, 

Minister of Music 

 

 

REMINDER:   The Mid-week Advent services will begin with a meal 

at 6:00 pm followed by the service at 7. It will be held in the Bible 

study room. The 

December 1, 8, and 15. 

Choir rehearsal will take place after the service at 8:00 pm As in the 

past, the choir will again lead the service of Lessons and Carols on 

the fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19. They will also sing at the 

Christmas Eve Service, December 24, at 7:00 pm. They are preparing 

a special anthem for then. 

Sunday, December 19 at 4:00 pm. The Hoby Chor will be singing. The 

service  
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MAY 31 
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PRAYERS 

Christians especially in the Middle East– persecuted 
Prayer Warriors—Spirit is moving 
Helen Wu-Husband in nursing home 
Joyce Devan-Health issues 
Ruth Strathmeyer-Health issues 
Kim Thompson-Health issues 
Susan vanDyk-Baum 
Ed Hanes (Nancy Hildebrand’s brother)-Health issues 
Bruce Blankenstein-Wife’s Health issues 

Jeanne Noll-Health issue 

FIRST TIME REQUESTS 

Family of Phillip Rogers (son of Pastor Ray &  Linda Rogers), who 

went to be with the Lord. 

Family of Ruthetta Fogle who went to be with the Lord. 

SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
Bonnie Abendschoen 
Joyce Devan  
Dawn Frey 
Kim Thompson 
 

LEADERS 

Church Pastor, Minister of Music Ken Sanders, Lay Leaders, Pastor 
Cosgrove, Pastor Nzinski, Pastor Zimmerman, Pastor Brasso, Pas-
tor Seifferlein (Replaced Adam Koontz),, Pastor Merrell, Pastor 
Banach, Pastor Robertson, Pastor Schaefer. Sally Hiller, David 
Maack. District President John Denninger 
 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING 

For all of God’s Gifts 
Geoff and Jane Abendschoen 

Dan, Dave and Lois Stambaugh 

SPIRITUAL NEEDS 

For all those who do not know Jesus as Lord  
For our “action” committees/task forces 
Our Community and Families 

 

 

3rd -  Karl vanDyk  

4th -  Amy Williams 

PRAYER LIST (cont.) 

 

MILITARY 

Sgt. Tyr Abendschoen       U. S. Army 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POLICE 
Jonathan 
 

We remember in 
prayer those who 
are in need of 
God’s special pres-
ence in their lives 
due to  
special needs:  

 

Early January Birthdays 

   4th - Elizabeth Hernandez 

  4th - Dezzaray Tanner 

  7th - Hans Abendschoen 
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FREE Breads and  Desserts  

DONATED Weekly BY:  Panera Bread  

to First St. John’s Lutheran Church 

140 W. King St., York, PA 17401 

EVERY MONDAY 
From 9:00 through 11:00 am - Pickup at the church 

Doors open at 9:00 am  

 

WOMEN’S CARE CENTER 

Formerly Pregnancy & Family  

Resource Center 

40 South Richland Avenue 

York, PA 17404 

Phone: (717) 854-6285 

 

 

FIRST ST. JOHN’S MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

WE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGE YOU.  

ENJOY OUR “LIVE” WORSHIP. 

 

 


